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Honoree Angelique Kidjo, Singer and UNICEF 
Goodwill Ambassador, Gets Alliance Française Gala 
Crowd Members on Their Feet, Singing and Dancing, 
at the Plaza 
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Angelique Kidjo and Vanessa Redgrave 
“Bon soir. I am president of the French Institute Alliance Française. You 
know it as FIAF, ” Marie-Monique Steckel said, welcoming the 420-strong 
tres chic assemblage at FIAF’S Trophée des Arts Gala, held on November 
30 at the Plaza. The event honored Grammy award-winning 
singer/songwriter and UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Angelique Kidjo who 
was presented with her award by Vanessa Redgrave; and Thierry Breton, 
chairman and CEO of Atos, a joint stock operation in France and a past 
Finance Minister of France. FIAF Board Chairman Robert Wilmers, said, 
“On a sadder note, we are dedicating tonight’s gala to the memory of 
FIAF’s great friend and former chairman, Lorenzo Weisman.” Born in 1945 
to French Jewish parents in Guatemala, Weisman moved to the United 
States as a teenager. François Delattre, France’s ambassador to the 
United States, picked up where Wilmers left off: “On a personal note, 
Lorenzo Weisman was a longtime friend… He took great pride in his 
French-Jewish heritage. I learned a lot from him, about how much the 
Jewish tradition is a key component of France’s heritage— the part we are 
particularly proud of. He once told me — and I will never forget — that 
the partnership between our two countries is the strongest when it walks 
or stands on two legs: one, culture and shared values; the other, 
innovation and entrepreneurship….. And yes, ‘entrepreneurship’ is a 
French word.” 
 



 
 
Breton, introduced by Charlie Rose, said: “Everything I did in my life was 
because of New York and the United States….. When, in 2005, I became 
finance minister of France, I put in my office a big map of the United 
States…. Two-thirds of the country was [once] called Louisiana. Under 
Louisiana was written, ‘Sold to the United States by Napoleon for $15 
million.’” 
Redgrave touted Kidjo’s passion for “not just elementary education for 
girls, but secondary education.” Wearing a head-to-toe red ensemble 
topped by a [African] Benin head wrap, Kidjo announced, “Let me sing 
first and talk later.” In a voice that needed no amplification, she rattled 
the Plaza’s gilt rafters. She weaved among the tables, provoking the 
guests — who raised $900,000 — to rise to their feet, arms waving 
overhead, singing and dancing to the strains of her “Afrika.” 
Guests included author and journalist Tom Wolfe in his signature white 
suit; painter and Picasso muse Françoise Gilot, whose husband was polio 
vaccine pioneer Jonas Salk, and actor-producer Ronald Guttman. 
 
 
Read more: http://forward.com/articles/167579/museum-of-
jewish-heritage-dinner-and-alliance-fran/#ixzz2HWAhrkYj	


