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Jean-Bernard Lévy, Chairman of the Mana -
gement Board and CEO of Vivendi, is the 
dynamic force behind the French entertain-
ment and communications Group’s expansion 
in the United States and worldwide. Last year, 
he led the creation of Activision Blizzard, unit-
ing two leaders with unique and complemen-
tary successes in the fastest-growing segment 
of the entertainment industry. The merger  
brings together Activision’s best-selling 
video games, Guitar Hero®, Call of Duty®, Tony 
Hawk, and Vivendi Games’ portfolio of lead-
ing franchises, including the global number
one subscription-based massively multiplayer 
online role-playing game, World of Warcraft,
with 11 million subscribers.

Jean-Bernard Lévy was also responsible 
for the creation of NBC Universal in May 2004 
and the acquisition of BMG Music Publishing 
in September 2006. He is well-known for iden-
tifying talent in his management teams and 
empowering these leaders to succeed. 

Mr. Lévy was appointed Chairman of the 
Management Board of Vivendi in April 2005, 
having previously held the position of Chief 
Operating Officer of Vivendi since August 2002. 

He serves on the Board of Directors of 
NBC Universal, Activision Blizzard, SFR, Maroc 
Telecom, and Canal+ Group. Mr. Lévy is also 
a board member of Viroxis, a French phar-
maceutical and biotechnology company; 
VINCI, a French integrated concessions and 
construction group; and l’Institut Pasteur, a 
private foundation dedicated to the preven-
tion and treatment of diseases.

Prior to Vivendi, Mr. Lévy was Managing 
Partner, Corporate Finance, at Oddo Pinatton 
from 1998 to 2002. He was also Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer of Matra Communica-
tion from 1995 to 1998. From 1993 to 1994, 
Mr. Lévy was Chief of Staff to Mr. Gérard 
Longuet, the French Minister for Industry, 
Postal Services, Telecommunications, and 
Foreign Trade. Prior to that position, he was 
with Matra Marconi Space, served as Technical
Adviser to Mr. Gérard Longuet, and was an 
engineer with France Télécom. 

Jean-Bernard Lévy is a graduate of the 
École Polytechnique and the École nationale 
supérieure des télécommunications. He recei-
ved the prestigious decoration of Chevalier 
de la Légion d’honneur in 2004.

Jean-Bernard Lévy lives in Paris with his 
wife Odile and four children. He enjoys classical
music and sport, especially skiing and rugby.

The Pilier d’Or recognizes a leading business-
man, diplomat, or philanthropist for outstand-
ing contributions to the French Institute Alliance 
Française. 
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Jean-Bernard Lévy is the Chairman of the Management Board and CEO of Vivendi. A world leader 
in communications and entertainment, Vivendi is made up of Universal Music Group (#1 in music 
worldwide), Activision Blizzard (#1 in video games worldwide), SFR (#2 in mobile and fixed 
telecom in France), Maroc Telecom (#1 in mobile and fixed telecom in Morocco), Canal+ Group 
(#1 in pay-TV in France), and NBCU (20% in the leading U.S. media and entertainment group). 
Present in 80 countries and with over 43,000 employees worldwide, Vivendi has built long-term 
business ties between France and America, delivering high-quality entertainment services to 
U.S. consumers and meeting the ever-growing communication needs of today’s world. In 2007, 
Vivendi reported a revenue of 2.17 billion euros and an adjusted net income of 2.8 billion euros. 


