
 

 

ACTRESS AND PRODUCER RITA WILSON 
TO RECEIVE FIRST WOMAN OF COURAGE AWARD AT 2018 AMERICAN 

FRIENDS OF BLERANCOURT GALA 
  

Friday, November 9, 2018 in New York 
 
For more information and media coverage:  
JC Agid, Phone: (917) 349-8361 | jcagid@thirtyseveneast.com  
 
(New York, NY - for Immediate Release) – On Friday, November 9, 2018, the 
American Friends of Blérancourt (AFB) will honor actress, producer, singer and 
songwriter Rita Wilson with the 2018 and first Anne Morgan’s Woman of 
Courage Award during the AFB Annual Gala held in New York. 
 
“At the time when we celebrate the centennial of the end of World War I, we 
wanted to honor and recognize women of exceptional talent and commitment 
to empowerment of women throughout the world,” explains the President of 
the American Friends of Blérancourt Countess Dorothea de la Houssaye. 
 
The board of the AFB unanimously nominated Rita Wilson to be the first 
recipient of the Anne Morgan Woman of Courage award. 
 
“By honoring Rita Wilson, we celebrate not only her entrepreneurship skills as a 
producer, her artistic talent as an actress, a singer and a song-writer, but also 
her leadership and commitment to women empowerment,” Dorothea de la 
Houssaye adds. 
 
Known for producing the movie “My Big Fat Greek Wedding” and most recently 
“Mama Mia! Here We Go Again,” Rita Wilson has appeared in many films, 
including “Sleepless in Seattle” and “Runaway Bride.”  
 
The American Friends of Blérancourt, which supports the development of the 
only Franco-American museum in France, the “Musée de Blérancourt,” are 
thus creating an award in memory of Anne Morgan, who was a pioneer in 
harnessing the power of documentary photography and moving pictures to 
instigate a humanitarian response to the devastation of war. “Anne Morgan 
was a one-woman Marshall Plan!” explains the chair of the AFB Board, Franck 
Laverdin. 
 
  



 

 

The Museum of Blérancourt, situated just north of Paris is the only museum of 
its kind, celebrating the Franco-American relationship from the time of the 
American War of Independence, throughout WW I and WW II to the present 
day. It is housed in the chateau of the late Anne Morgan who rebuilt the castle 
and gave it to the French government as a museum honoring French and 
American friendship.  
 
Before United States of America officially entered into WW I, Anne Morgan, 
the daughter of the powerful financier Pierpont Morgan, led a unique all-
women team of 350 American volunteers who were ambulance drivers and 
mechanics. After the war the volunteers continued to work tirelessly until the 
mid-twenties to rebuild a great part of France that was left destroyed by the 
war.  
 
To emphasize the need to empower women worldwide, the 2018 American 
Friends of Blérancourt will also bestow upon Jean Astrop, a former member of 
its board of Directors, the Château de Blérancourt Award. Jean’s generous 
devotion and support for the organization has led her to a remarkable legacy of 
leadership at AFB. The gala will feature a dinner designed by the executive 
chef at Benoit (Alain Ducasse bistro in New York), Laëtitia Rouabah, and the 
evening is co-chaired by four women: Genevieve Wheeler Brown, Pamela 
Johananoff, Sonja Tremont-Morgan, and Jeri L. Sape. 
 
About the 2018 American Friends of Blérancourt Gala 
 

Ø What: Launch of the Anne Morgan’s Woman of Courage Award at the 
annual Gala of the American Friends of Blérancourt honoring Rita 
Wilson and Jean Astrop  

Ø When: Friday, November 9, 2018 at 7pm (cocktails) and 8pm (dinner) 
Ø Co-Chairs: Genevieve Wheeler Brown, Pamela Johananoff, Sonja 

Tremont-Morgan, and Jeri L. Sape 
 
Media accreditation: JC Agid jcagid@thirtyseveneast.com | + 1 917 349 8361  
Tickets: Selena Chen blerancourt@rcn.com | + 1 212 725 5380 
 
ABOUT the American Friends of Blérancourt 
 
AFB was created in 1985 at the suggestion of Pierre Rosenberg, the Chief 
Curator of Paintings at the Louvre Museum at the time, to raise funds for the 
expansion, the gardens and the new educational programs and technology of 
the Franco-American Museum. Château de Blérancourt in Picardy, France. 
http://www.americanfriendsofblerancourt.org 


