
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

JANE FONDA AND SÉBASTIEN BAZIN HONORED  
 

AT FIAF’S ANNUAL TROPHEE DES ARTS GALA 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information and pictures: JC Agid, Phone: (917) 349-8361 –  Press@thirtyseveneast.com 
 
(New York, NY – November 12, 2018) – Golden Globe Award winner Sam Waterston was about to start his speech to 
present the 2018 Trophée des Arts award to his Netflix hit Grace and Frankie co-star Jane Fonda when the actress 
surprised him on ballroom stage of New York’s The Plaza Hotel. Her arms suddenly wrapped around the actor, the 
mischievous 81-year old Academy Award winner remained closely behind Sam Waterston, as he tried to deliver a few 
words. 
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“The speech is going to be a little more difficult to give this way,” Waterston whispered bewildered.  
 
And then he went on. “It takes a big person to break out of a protective and isolated bubble of great stardom and 
engage with the world and simply and directly with people. There are not that many stars interested in doing it. Jane 
Fonda is one of the happy few,” Waterston said. 
 
Fonda first set foot in Europe on a visit to Paris when she was 16 years old. She was accompanying her father Henry 
Fonda, who was on his way to Italy to film in War and Peace, along with Audrey Hepburn. Fonda’s love affair with 
France was just starting. A few films, a marriage with Roger Vadim, and a daughter later, Jane Fonda had become a 
Francophile.  
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“I lived in France for almost a decade. I was there when Kennedy was shot. I was there when Martin Luther King and 
Bobby Kennedy were shot. I had my daughter there. I have had my French family there. C’est comme un deuxième ‘chez 
moi,’” Fonda said during her acceptance speech.  
 
“I have a ‘coup de coeur’ for Jane Fonda — a cultural icon. I was thrilled that FIAF could honor her life-long career with 
the Trophée des Arts,” explained FIAF President Marie-Monique Steckel.  
 
FIAF also bestowed the Pilier d’Or upon Sébastien Bazin, the Chairman and CEO of AccorHotels (which owns Fairmont 
and by extension The Plaza Hotel in New York) during the evening, which was attended by leading cultural and business 
figures including France’s former President Nicolas Sarkozy -- who made an unannounced appearance at the beginning 
of the evening to congratulate the two honorees -- artist Daniel Arsham and his wife Stephanie; Bloomberg’s Emma 
Chandra, who emceed the gala; FIAF Board Chairman Charles S. Cohen and his wife Clo; fashion designer Anne Fontaine 
and her husband Ari Zlotkin, Owner and CEO of Anne Fontaine; former Ambassador of the United States of America to 
the French Republic Jane D. Hartley; Consul Général of France Anne-Claire Legendre; French best-selling author Marc 
Lévy and his wife, author Pauline Lévêque; Cultural Counselor of the Embassy in France Bénédicte de Montlaur and her 
husband Keith Yazmir; gallerist Eric Mourlot; founder of SBE Sam Nazarian; Vice-President and General Manager of Air 
France-KLM USA Stéphane Ormand; President and CEO of L’Oréal USA Frédéric Rozé; businessman Olivier Sarkozy; and 
beauty entrepreneur Shirin von Wulffen. 
 

“The expected record-breaking 1.8 million dollars raised during the annual Trophée des Arts gala will support FIAF's 
educational and cultural programs,” Steckel said. 
 
Among the items auctioned during the evening was a limited edition of Jeff Koons 2007 Monkey Train, which sold for 
$40,000. The artist, who was awarded the 2016 Trophée des Arts, co-chaired the 2018 Gala, along with Samantha and 
Nabil Chartouni, Clo and Charles S. Cohen, Darrois Villey Maillot Brochier, Gide Loyrette Nouel, Rothschild & Co, 
Nicolas Durand, and Clémence and William von Mueffling. 
 
Fonda herself was surprised to see Koons at the Plaza.  “So, I am standing there,” she told the diners, “and someone 
says, ‘this is Jeffrey Koons,’ and I am looking and thinking, that’s not the artist Jeffrey Koons. That looks like a hedge fund 
guy that works for Goldman Sachs. But it was Jeffrey Koons! Jeffrey, I would have sunk to my knees. I never knew it was 
you. I am so excited that I met you and your wife.” 
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In a timely manner, Fonda -- who received a rare Special Golden Palm at the 2018 Festival de Cannes and more recently 
the Lumière Award at the Lumière Festival in Lyon -- told the 510 guests of the FIAF’s annual Gala that she was especially 
happy to be honored “one day after the 100th year anniversary of ending the first World War.” 
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“When the world is in chaos, when old allies are being torn and thundered under the call of nationalism instead of 
patriotism, now more than ever is the time when individual people and organizations like Alliance Française have to 
reach out and remind each other why we love France. And why France loves us,” she said. 
 
It is about “loving each other and respecting each other,” she added. “It comes from culture.”  
 
 

 
© Amber De Vos / FIAF 

 

Finally, reflecting on the strength of her relationship to France, she shared her belief that France respects and “love all 
women,” including aging ones. “I have the tremendous pleasure and honor of working for a French company called 
L’Oréal Paris,” she explained. “I am the oldest brand ambassador for skin care the world has ever seen. You don’t have a 
lot of companies that hire an 81-year old woman to do commercials in French for skin care.” 
 
Earlier in the evening, Sébastien Bazin also paid tribute to the actress. “For you Jane Fonda,” he said, “I have to thank 
you for one thing: we are co-honored here tonight. In less than one week, people will have totally forgotten about me, 
and maybe in two years people are going to say: ‘Who was honored with Jane Fonda?’” 
 
Thomas Barrack Jr., who presented the Pilier d’Or to Bazin, shared this question. When the friend who had introduced 
him to Bazin three decades before asked him why he was presenting this award, Barrack replied, “because I lost a toss 
coin flip: I thought I was getting Jane Fonda.” 
 
Throughout his career, Bazin lived and worked off and on in the United States with positions at American companies 
such as Barrack’s Colony Capital from 1997 to 2013. Now the Chairman and CEO of one of the world’s largest hotel 
group hotel -- comprised of 280,000 people in 100 countries with approximately 5,000 hotels -- Bazin said that 
AccorHotels is number one “everywhere on the planet, except in America and China,” before adding, “it is too bad 
because these are the two biggest hospitality markets.”  
 
Yet echoing the educational mission of FIAF in New York City, Bazin explained that the size of the market is not what 
drives him the most. Rather, he said, it is the 50,000 new people who join the hotel group every year from all parts of 
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the world. “Ninety percent of the people we hire in Myanmar, in West Africa or in Chili, have absolutely no education. 
My duty to them is to transform them to be stronger persons and to have better chances in life.”  
 
The former protégé of Barrack concluded, quoting Henry Kissinger, “The task of the leader is to get his people from 
where they are to where they have not been.” 
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Created in 1992, the Trophée des Arts recognizes an artist who exemplifies FIAF's mission of French-American friendship 
and cross-cultural exchange. It has been bestowed upon French and American artists and cultural icons, including: 
François Cluzet, Alain Ducasse, Françoise Gilot, Jacques Grange, Marc Jacobs, Jeff Koons, James Ivory, Angélique Kidjo, 
Peter Marino, Philippe de Montebello, and Robert Wilson. 
 
The Pilier d’Or, established in 2006, recognizes a leading business figure, diplomat, or philanthropist for outstanding 
contributions to the French-American community. Past honorees include Jean-Paul Agon (L’Oréal), Pierre Bellon 
(Sodexo), Thierry Breton (ATOS), Paul Desmarais Jr. (Power Corporation of Canada), Carlos Ghosn (Renault-Nissan 
Alliance), Fabrice Grinda (Internet Entrepreneur and Investor), Alexandre de Juniac (Air France – KLM), Jean-Bernard 
Lévy (Vivendi), Christophe de Margerie (TOTAL), Bernard Poussot (Wyeth), and Sydney Toledano (DIOR). 
 
More information: JC Agid press@thirtyseveneast.com + 1 917 349 8361  
 
ABOUT FIAF: The French Institute Alliance Française (FIAF) is New York’s premiere French cultural and language center. 
FIAF's mission is to create and offer New Yorkers innovative and unique programs in education and the arts that explore 
the evolving diversity and richness of French cultures. FIAF seeks to generate new ideas and promote cross-cultural 
dialogue through partnerships and new platforms of expression. www.fiaf.org 
 


