NARIELWALLA’S LAST SERIES OF FRIDA PAPER DOLLS
TO BE UNVEILED AT ART ON PAPER NEW YORK
For media information: JC Agid | +1-917-349-8361 | jcagid@thirtyseveneast.com

New York City – for immediate release: Following a first series of twelve sold-out Frida paper dolls, London based
artist Hormazd Narielwalla is unveiling a second and last series of six collages dedicated to the Mexican icon at Art
on Paper in New York City | Pier 36 | March 7-10, 2019 | Booth 419 | Emmanuelle G. Contemporary Art)
“It was a London based interior design studio that commissioned me in 2017 to make the first six collage work
inspired by one of my heroes Frida Kahlo,” explains Narielwalla. Soon the Victoria and Albert Museum, which
hosted the exhibition ‘Frida Kahlo: Making Her Self Up,’ commissioned the artist to create a now sold-out limited
editions of 150 numbered prints based on his mixed-media collage inspired by Frida Kahlo, “Forest Queen.”
The encounter between the artistic and fashion legacy of Frida Kahlo and Narielwalla’s artistic vision of fashion
rebirth through art and collages was destined to come together. Narielwalla had long created multiple series of paper
dolls in which he disguises himself as a Geisha. “The artist delves into the mysteries and contradictions of identity in a
multifarious world, and takes the viewer along, as he conjures up paper dolls, hidden gardens, people and portraits,”
wrote the publisher of a book dedicated to his Paper Dolls (Sylph Editions, 2018).

Hormazd Narielwalla | Mixed media collage on tailoring pattern | 15,3/4 x 19.5 in
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Narielwalla’s interpretation of Frida Kahlo contemplates a world that is equal, painless, and fantastic. “To paraphrase
Frida Kahlo, these artworks express the artist’s ‘own reality,’ not his dreams,” explains Emmanuelle Grelier, the
founder of Greenwich, Connecticut-based Emmanuelle G. Contemporary Art.

Hormazd Narielwalla | Mixed media collage on tailoring pattern | 15,3/4 x 19.5 in

“Each of the ‘Frida’ is an explosion of colors, of joys, of assertions, of influence and of leadership. Every braid, which
was a staple of Frida Kahlo’s style, suggests freedom and lightness; and the only three body parts visible on each
multi-dimensional collage are the face, the gloves and the shoes that Narielwalla imagined for his Frida, whose wellknown phrase could very well serve here as a caption: “Feet, what do I need them for, if I have wings to fly?” explains
Grelier.
The editor of Printmaking Today Nancy Cambbell once wrote that “Narielwalla believes that ‘shapes created by and
for a body long dead can give new dimensions, new perspectives for the living body.’ Fashion moves on and its
templates are soon discarded, but this exciting artist uses the redolent remains to meditate on the human condition.”
What is true of his Frida series is also true of his more abstract work. In the Bauhaus series, also presented for the first
time in New York at Art on Paper and very much inspired by the eponymous German art school, the asymmetrical,
sometimes multicolor collage of shapes on bespoke Savile Row tailoring patterns, sometimes reflecting the Moroccan
Majorelle blue recreate human bodies and lives, all giving the simple concept of fashion a new artistic feel.
“My work proposes a new interpretation of tailoring patterns as abstracted drawings of the human form which have an
inherent aesthetic quality that can be used innovatively to develop a contemporary art practice,” Narielwalla explains.
“Freed from function they are drawings ahead of their time, anthropomorphic in origin and beautifully abstract in
isolation.”
What: Hormazd Narielwalla’s Last six paper dolls’ based on Frida and other abstract collages
Where: Art on Paper in New York City (Pier 36) | Emmanuelle G. Contemporary Art (booth 419)
When: March 7th-10th, 2019
Tickets and more information – click here: Art on Paper
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Follow on Instagram:
Emmanuelle G.: @Emmanuelleg.art
Hormazd Narielwalla: @narielwalla |
About Hormazd Narielwalla: In 2018, the Victoria and Albert Museum acquired four of Narielwalla’s work for their
permanent collection. Christie’s Magazine featured him as the Artist-In-Focus in their 2018 September / October issue.
Narielwalla uses materials such as bespoke Savile Row tailoring pattern and their antiquarian and contemporary trade
counterparts to create artworks exploring the body in abstract form. The works, he says, are a meditation on the human condition.
In September 2016, Narielwalla won the Paupers Press Prize at the International Print Biennial in Newcastle, UK, resulting in
a new commission to be shown at the Royal Academy of Arts London in April 2017. Since Narielwalla’s first Solo Show, Study
on Anansi, was sponsored and exhibited by Sir Paul Smith in 2009, he has developed a permanent presence and critical acclaim in
the academic and commercial art.
About Emmanuelle G. Contemporary Art: Born in France, Grelier first worked in fashion in Paris, London and New York but
her passion for contemporary art—born out of years spent at auctions houses, museums and galleries—led her to the art world. She
first worked for a leading blue chip gallery in New York City before launching Emmanuelle G. Contemporary Art in
Greenwich, Connecticut.
“When an art work catches my attention, I am always drawn to meeting with the artist,” Grelier explains. “I look for a sense of
humanity and excellence, a story and a technique that I could imagine as part of a home where people are first and foremost
interested in art that inspires them and creates a heightened sense of well-being,” she says
Emmanuelle G. Contemporary Art represents a range or artists—from emerging to established. “But they all share authenticity,”
Grelier says. “I would like art to be back to what it should be: a poetic vision of the world, and nothing else.”

Hormazd Narielwalla | Bauhaus Blocks 1 & 2 |Mixed media collage on tailoring pattern
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