Paris
Brain
Institute

Search, Find, Cure. For you, with you.

Why?
Neurological and psychiatric disorders are the leading cause
of disability and the second leading cause of death worldwide,
accounting for 9 million deaths per year. Dementia, strokes, multiple
sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, epilepsy, brain tumors, intellectual
developmental disorders, autism spectrum disorders, traumatic injury…
Today, one billion people in the world are affected, 80% of whom do
not receive appropriate or sufficient treatment. A number that will
soon rise dramatically with the aging of the population worldwide.

Who?
To tackle this emergency head on, a group of visionary international
clinicians, scientists and philanthropists decided to create a top-level
research center: the Paris Brain Institute. Its goal: understand the
mechanisms of the brain and its pathologies and prevent and cure
neurological and psychiatric diseases.

How?
For years, the industry has faced ever-increasing failure rates in
the development of innovative medicines to treat neurological and
psychiatric disorders. A new model was needed to break down the
traditional barriers between “basic”, “translational” and “clinical”
research, but also between idea-driven and technology-driven research
with the goal to bring life-saving treatments to patients faster.

BREAKING
DOWN BARRIERS

BRAIN-FOCUSED The expertise of
the institute, with the 25 research teams
encompasses all aspects of the brain :
- Cellular and molecular neurobiology
- Integrative neurophysiology
- Cognitive neuroscience
- Clinical and translational neuroscience
- Computational neuroscience…

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH
Paris Brain Institute assembles outstanding
scientific talents from around the world – 700
researchers, physicians, engineers – under
one roof and provide them with cutting-edge
equipment and technological core facilities.
Together they form a multicultural and
multidisciplinary research community fueled
by the same passion.

FREEDOM Because great discoveries
require giving researchers the opportunity and
the means to let their creativity unfold and
conduct research off ordinary paths.

HISTORY Located within the birthplace of
neurology and Europe’s first neurology center

(the Pitié-Salpétrière Hospital in Paris),
with nearly 100,000 patients examined each
year, researchers at Paris Brain Institute have
access to rare biological resources.

INNOVATION They also work hand
in hand with clinicians and patients with one
goal in mind: improve people’s lives.

GREAT AMBITION Paris Brain Institute’s
ambition is to accelerate the transformation
of discoveries into therapeutic applications.

ENTREPRENEURIAL MIND
Its built-in innovation accelerator dedicated
to brain diseases hosts start-ups in the fields
of digital, medical technologies and drug
development and helps new ideas emerge
from entrepreneur-researcher interactions.

NEW GENERATION Paris Brain Institute
shares its knowledge by training the next
generation of neuroscientists and clinician
scientists, but also by translating the
latest discoveries into new educational
approaches for all.

Private funding
gives us the strength,
flexibility and
responsiveness
required to accomplish
this ambitious mission.
A decisive added value
that will allow the
institute to succeed.
Prof. Gérard Saillant,
President of Paris Brain Institute

This unique approach has proved successful:
Paris Brain Institute ranks 2nd among 35 international
institutes in the field of neurology research and received
word-class awards including the Allen Distinguished
Investigator and New York Stem Cell Foundation
Robertson Investigator Award. It also developed
collaborations with prestigious academic partners
around the globe: MIT, Stanford, Yale, MNI McGill (Canada),
DZNE (Germany), VIB (Belgium), UCL (UK).

Paris Brain Institute is both a scientific and human adventure. As philanthropists, we considered right from the start that it was not only our duty to help
scientists achieve their goals, but also a privilege to be part of a community dedicated to address one of humanity’s biggest challenge. By successfully breaking
down silos – fields, approaches, research stages, and even sources of financing –
we proved that both research and philanthropy can transcend borders.
Today, we are embarking on the next phase of this adventure: the Brain
Challenge. Located within Europe’s largest hospital, Paris Brain Institute is
increasing its efforts, creating a favorable environment for new ideas and the
next major breakthrough in neuroscience to emerge.
And, yet again, we will stand side by side with researchers and provide them with
the necessary resources to prevent, treat and ultimately cure millions of people
worldwide. We are hoping many will join us in this journey!

Martine Assouline and Maurice Lévy,
Campaign Committee co-Chairs, Paris

ONE OF
HUMANITY’S
BIGGEST
CHALLENGE

NEUROSCIENCE ON
THE VERGE OF MAJOR
ADVANCES WITH
YOUR HELP
THE CHALLENGES OF BRAIN DISEASES AND THEIR INCREASING
CASES AND COSTS CALL FOR A NEW IMPULSE.
1. HIGH-RISK, HIGH-REWARD
Recruiting best-in-class researchers by offering competitive recruitment
packages and funding the development of high-risk multidisciplinary research
projects through a competitive program: the Big Brain Theory.

2. NEXT GENERATION EQUIPMENT
Offering physicians and scientists the latest equipment and technologies,
operated by highly trained and competent staff, that will allow them to study brain
structures that were previously inaccessible.

3. CAPACITY BUILDING
Developing revolutionary diagnostic and therapeutic tools by strengthening
the institute’s neuroinformatics capacities
.

4. THERAPEUTIC INNOVATION
Becoming a world-class therapeutic innovation hub dedicated
to brain health through increased clinical research, “proof of concept” studies
and support to start-ups.

5. EDUCATION
Creating a world-renowned neuroscience school :
the Paris Brain Institute’s Open Brain School.

FIVE PRIORITIES, ONE CHALLENGE.

JOIN
THE BRAIN
CHALLENGE !
The Campaign Committee

FRIENDS OF THE PARIS BRAIN INSTITUTE
Lily Safra, Honorary President

CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE
Sir Lindsay Owen-Jones, Honorary Chair
Martine Assouline and Maurice Lévy,
Campaign Co-Chairs
Prof. Gérard Saillant,
President of Paris Brain Institute

members are personally

Jean Todt, Founding Member,

invested in the development of

Vice-President of Paris Brain Institute

the resources necessary to the

Jean-Luc Allavena • Cédric de Bailliencourt

success of Paris Brain Institute’s

Natacha et Jean-Charles Decaux

projects.

Alexandre Desseigne-Barrière • Sylvain Héfès
François Henrot • Jean-Philippe Hottinguer
Véronique de Kepper • Richard Mille • Eddie Misrahi
Margaux Primat • Christian Schmidt de la Brélie •
Sophie Seydoux • François Thomé • Serge Weinberg

Gifts to Paris Brain Institute are tax deductible. For additional information, please contact :
Marielle LETHROSNE, Senior Development Officer, Major Gifts
marielle.lethrosne@icm-institute.org - 00 33 1 57 27 45 72
Paris Brain Institute – www.icm-institute.org

